
LESSONS FROM THE 12 APOSTLES 

Romans 12:3-8 

Intro: It takes a diverse group to make a church.  The twelve Apostles 

teach us to appreciate our gifts and opportunities to serve. 

 There were three sets of brothers 

o Andrew and Simon Peter: The sons of Jona (Matt 4:18; 

John 1:42). 

o James and John:  The sons of Zebedee (Matt 4:21). 

o Matthew (Levi) and James:  The sons of Alphaeus 

(Matt 10:3; Mark 2:14). 

o NOTE:  Judas [Not Iscariot] is listed as the brother of 

James.  This is the half-brother of Jesus (Matt 10:3; 

Mark 3:18; Luke 6:16; John 14:22; Acts 1:13; Jude 1).  

He is not the brother of any of the Apostles.  His 

brother James later became the Pastor of the church in 

Jerusalem (Acts 12:17; 15:1; 21:18; Gal 1:19; 2:9; 

compare Acts 12:2). 

 There were three groups of 4 in each list of Apostles.  Each 

group was always headed by the same man. 

 NOTE:  Care must be taken to properly identify each Apostle, 

because there are 3 duplicate names; Simon, James, and Judas.  

Further complicating the matter; there is a deacon named Philip 

(who becomes more prominent than the apostle in Acts), and 

James the half-brother of Jesus (who becomes more prominent 

than either apostle, of the same name, in Acts and the book of 

James). 

 

 ANDREW – THE EVANGELIST.  He was always bringing 

people to Christ (John 1:35-42a).  He did not have all the answers 

but he knew that: 

 Jesus is the One we are looking for as our Savior (John 1:41). 

 Jesus is our problem Solver (John 6:5-9). 

 Jesus is willing to save Whosoever (John 12:20-22). 

 

 SIMON PETER – THE ROCK.  He was a source of strength, 

leadership and courage in the time of need (John 1:42). 

 Because of his boldness (Matt 14:24-29; Acts 11:1-18). 

 Because of his insight (Matt 16:13-19). 

 Because of the lessons he learned only through trials and 

failure (Luke 22:31-34; James 1:2-6). 

 

 JAMES (Son of Zebedee) – THE ONE WHO SEEMINGLY DIED 

TOO SOON (Acts 12:1-2). 

 He had all the privileges of being in Jesus inner circle (Mark 

5:35-43; Matt 17:1-3; Mark 13:3; 14:33). 

 Yet, he was the first to die.  Many in similar circumstances 

would misunderstand and blame God for some injustice.  They 

might think his life a waste, and yet we know that God has a 

purpose for every believer’s life and sufferings (Rom 8:28-37). 

 ILLUSTRATIONS:  The martyrdom of Michael Sattler.  The 

conversion of Saul (Acts 6:8-8:1; 9:1-5). 
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 JOHN – THE FRIEND (Jn 15:13-15; Pr 18:24).  He had a special 

relationship with the Lord, as the disciple whom Jesus loved. 

 Friends enjoy a special familiarity and closeness (Mark 9:2; 

John 13:23). 

 Friends will go through trials for us (Rev 1:9). 

 Friends can be trusted in our time of need (John 19:26-27). 

  

 PHILIP – THE FOLLOWER (John 1:43-46).  Great emphasis is 

placed on leadership, but all leaders need good followers.  Some 

would criticize him for this, but this is a virtue. 

 He followed Jesus (John 1:43). 

 He was not an original thinker or problem solver (John 6:5-7). 

 He was willing to let others take the lead (John 12:20-22). 

  

 BARTHOLOMEW–THE SEEKER AFTER TRUTH (Jn 1:45-51).   

 NOTE:  Bartholomew is only named as an apostle in all the 

four lists of apostles.  Careful study reveals that Nathanael is 

Bartholomew.  Bartholomew is probably his surname. 

 He doubted one from Nazareth could be Messiah (Micah 5:2). 

 But he was willing to see where the facts lead (John 1:49). 

 Because of this he was rewarded with greater revelation of the 

person of Christ (John 1:51). 

 

 THOMAS – THE CYNIC (John 20:24-29).  Often called 

“doubting” Thomas, he is actually a cynic.  Doubters can’t believe 

but cynics won’t believe.  He was rebuked for this unwillingness to 

believe. 

 He came to believe that Jesus was just another messianic 

martyr (John 11:16; Acts 5:34-37). 

 He failed to believe Jesus was fulfilling His Father’s will 

(Isaiah 53:4-8; John 14:7). 

 He refused to believe that Jesus was risen from the dead (John 

20:24-29). 

  NOTE:  Think of all the lost blessings because of his refusal! 

 MATTHEW – THE PUBLICAN (Luke 5:27). 

 Publicans were seen as the worst of sinners (Matt 18:17). 

 Sinners are the kind of people Jesus can save! 

 Because they have the humility to be saved (Luke18:9-14). 

 Because they are the type of people we can relate to when 

witnessing (1 Cor 6:9-11). 

  

 JAMES THE SON OF ALPHAEUS, SIMON ZELOTES, AND 

JUDAS THE BROTHER OF JAMES – THE “OTHER” 

APOSTLES (Acts 1:13, 26). 

 James and Simon we know only through the list of apostles. 

 Judas, we learn through deductive reasoning is the half-brother 

of Jesus and author of the book of Jude (Matt 13:55; Jude 1). 

 Matthias is only known by his selection to replace Judas 

Iscariot (Act 1:26). 

 NOTE:  Many church members probably fall into this category.  

They are humble servants who; the pastor, the church and the 

world will never know their full contribution, but God will 

never forget (Matt 6:1-21). 

  

 JUDAS ISCARIOT – THE BETRAYER (Matt 27:3-10; Acts 1:18-

19). 

 He had everyone fooled (John 13:21-30). 

 But in the end, the only fool was himself (Luke 12:19-20). 

 Sadly, some “church members” fit this description (1 Jn 2:19). 


